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The global race for critical minerals is no longer a future prospect; it is a current economic and 

national security imperative. As highlighted in recent reporting by Bloomberg Law, the surge 

in demand for rare earth metals, essential for everything from electric vehicle batteries to 

defense technologies, has propelled a specialized niche in the legal sector. At GableGotwals, 

we are uniquely positioned to lead in this arena, offering a powerhouse trifecta of expertise in 

Federal Indian Law, sophisticated transactional law, and direct BIA regulatory experience. Our 

reputation has earned us a Band 1 ranking in Energy and Natural Resources, Native American 

Law, Corporate/Commercial, and Environment by Chambers & Partners. 

The Tribal Frontier of Critical Minerals 

The Bloomberg Law analysis underscores that many of the most significant untapped deposits 

of critical minerals are located on or near tribal lands. However, unlocking this potential 

requires navigating a jurisdictional landscape that many law firms find impenetrable. Over 

time, GableGotwals has developed strong relationships with local tribes and is ready to bridge 

this gap with its dedicated attorneys, many of whom are tribal members. We are committed to 

facilitating between Native American tribal governments and businesses to achieve economic 

development.  

With a premier Native American Law practice, our Firm understands the nuances of tribal 

sovereignty and the essential role of tribal nations as partners in the global energy transition. 

We don’t just see a mining deal; we see a path toward tribal economic self-determination and 

sustainable resource management. 

Transactional Precision Meets Federal Insight 

Successful mining deals in Indian Country require more than just an understanding of the 

minerals; they require a mastery of the "machinery" of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (“BIA”). The 

complexity of subsurface leasing is where projects often stall, trapped in the regulatory 

requirements of Title 25 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

https://news.bloomberglaw.com/business-and-practice/race-for-rare-earth-minerals-propels-niche-big-law-practices
https://www.gablelaw.com/practice-areas/energy-oil-gas/
https://www.gablelaw.com/practice-areas/indian-gaming-law/
https://www.gablelaw.com/practice-areas/indian-gaming-law/
https://www.gablelaw.com/practice-areas/commercial-law/
https://www.gablelaw.com/practice-areas/environmental-law/
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Our team includes attorneys with direct, "inside-the-agency" experience at the BIA. This 

specialized background provides our clients with: 

• Regulatory Fluency: Deep knowledge of the Indian Mineral Leasing Act and the Indian 

Mineral Development Act to structure flexible, high-value agreements. 

• Navigational Expertise: An intimate understanding of BIA Standard Operating 

Procedures and the internal flow of lease approvals, ensuring that environmental and 

appraisal standards are met without unnecessary delays. 

• Risk Mitigation: Transactional experts who can draft and negotiate complex joint 

ventures and development agreements while ensuring strict compliance with federal 

trust responsibilities. 

Integrated Transactional & Environmental Practices 

Beyond Indian law and BIA leasing, GableGotwals brings a full-service platform to critical-

minerals projects, pairing sophisticated deal counsel with environmental and regulatory 

guidance. Our transactional team structures acquisitions, joint ventures, offtake 

arrangements, and financing to allocate risk, protect value, and keep projects bankable. In 

parallel, our environmental practice helps clients anticipate and address permitting and 

compliance issues early, including NEPA strategy, air and water approvals, cultural-resource 

considerations, and remediation planning, so transactions can close with clear, practical 

pathways to development and operations. 

Ready for the Mining Paradigm Shift 

As the market for rare earth minerals evolves, the legal counsel supporting it must be equally 

sophisticated. GableGotwals offers the rare combination: "Big Law" transactional capability 

paired with the niche, technical expertise of BIA leasing, environmental, and Indian Law. This 

expertise is made possible by many of our attorneys who formerly practiced at AmLaw 100 

firms, former in-house counsel at major energy companies, and those who graduated top of 

their class from prestigious universities. 

Whether you are a tribal nation seeking to leverage your subsurface assets for the next 

generation of energy, or a commercial developer looking to navigate the federal trust 

landscape, GableGotwals has the expertise to move your mining project from prospecting to 

production. We are not just observing the race for rare earth minerals; we are providing the 

roadmap for our clients to lead it. 
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This article is provided for educational and informational purposes only and does not contain legal advice or create an attorney-client 

relationship. The information provided should not be taken as an indication of future legal results; any information provided should not be 

acted upon without consulting legal counsel. 

https://www.gablelaw.com/attorneys/ethan-t-mock/
https://www.gablelaw.com/attorneys/ethan-t-mock/
mailto:emock@gablelaw.com

